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The summer is near and it's 

time to take out those lovely 

crochet tops, to get a tan 

and the glow of the sun on 

your skin. Below you will find 

written instructions and 

charts for making an 

elegant and versatile 

summer top. Actually, you 

will find two designs, of 

which you can choose the 

one that corresponds better 

to your personality and your 

needs. 

The inspiration for this square 

comes from the cluster cross square, published in The Granny Square 

Book by Margaret Hubert in 2011 (design 13, on page 44). I think it's a 

simple variation on the classic square, with an elegant pattern that is 

only revealed  after joining the squares.  

I modified the design slightly, making it easier to increase. I also 

added one row and increased the chain in the corners of all rows to 

ch3 instead of ch2, to make the design lay flat.  

I hope you enjoy it and wear it for many summers to come. 

Finished dimensions 
Size S 
Square:  10.5 cm or 4 inch across and 14 cm or 51/2 inch diagonal.  
Width: 35 cm or 133/4 inch (two diagonals and the seams). 
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Length: from strap top to point 
(excluding the fringe) 50 cm or 
191/2 inch. 
Size M 
Square:  12.5 cm or 5 inch 
across and 16 cm or 61/2 inch 
diagonal.  
Width: 39 cm or 15 inch (two 
diagonals and the seams). 
Length: from strap top to point 
(excluding the fringe) 58 cm or 
23 inch. 

 
Size L 
Square: 14.5 cm or 53/4 inch across and 18 cm or 73/8 inch diagonal. 
Width: 43 cm or 17 inch (two diagonals and the seams). 
Length: from strap top to point (excluding the fringe) 60 cm or 24 
inch. 

Difficulty 

Beginner to intermediate - no 
preliminary experience with 
garments is required, but there 
are some tricks that you may not 
be familiar with as a beginner. 
 
The pattern is written in US terms, 
but if you need it in UK terms, just 
write me a message on my 
contact page and I’ll make it 
happen. 
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Observations - tips and tricks 
I will try to put this delicate matter as simply as possible. The 

construction of this top only allows for small bust adjustments, so I do 

not recommend this pattern for women who wear large cup sizes.  

There are other designs that flatter a larger bust. In this case, there is 

a little give from the diamonds towards the upper side of the top for 

the shaping of a small to medium bust.  

This is also why I only include three sizes in this pattern. If you do want 

to try making the top in larger sizes, I take no responsibility for the fit. 

The cluster that I'm using is slightly different from what you may be 

used to, but it looks much more similar to the rest of the clusters, so 

you can't see where a new row starts.  

I integrated the chainless dc into the cluster and I hope you will be 

using it as well from now on (you can use it on any type of design to 

replace the ch3 at the beginning of a row). 

All the rows begin at the corner, which is why there will be a dc or a 

sc instead of chains in the last corner. This also helps hide the 

beginning of the row and it's a trick I learned from making doilies and 

snowflakes.  

I hope you will also use this trick in the future, for other circular or 

square projects. 

Construction  
There are several ways in which you can make this top. As it was 

originally designed or with more elements, depending on the look 

you are going for.  
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A summery, youthful top looks best in the original design. The sides 

reach just above the hips, while the more dependable, serious 

version ends in a flat, even edge.  

Pick the one design you like and plan your yarn accordingly.  

The first design        includes 14 squares and optionally one triangle. 

The fringe is a finishing touch that makes it playful. I recommend 

adding it, unless you like the top without it. 

The second design       includes 16 squares and four triangles (plus 

one more, optionally, for the upper back). It is a little more 

restrained, with the straight lower edge, but it's still fun and summery. 

I labeled the squares in each design to make it easier to assemble. 

This is the first design. 

  

The second design has some extra squares and triangles.  

Pick the design that will also flatter your hips, as the second design 

will reach below the hip area. 

1 

 1 

2 
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Yarn and hooks 

Hook: 3.5 mm for the main part, 5 mm for adding the fringe; 

Notions: yarn/tapestry needle for weaving in ends and sewing 

pieces together; embroidery or other thin scissors for the fringe; 

Yarn: for the example I used 3 balls of 100g  microfiber yarn , 6 ply, 

155 meters per 100g 

You could use any fiber that has a mercerized feel, such as cotton, 

linen, microfiber. Do not use acrylics or wool, as they are not suitable 

for a summer top. 

For the first version, consisting of 14 squares (optionally one triangle), 

edging, straps and fringe, you will need around 350-400 meters for 

the small size, 450 meters of yarn for the medium size and around 550 

meters for the large size.  

For the second version, with 16 squares, 6 triangles, edging and 

straps, you will use around 450-500 meters for the small size, 600 

2 
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meters of yarn for the medium size and around 750 meters for the 

large size.  

Depending on the yarn you choose, you may be able to make 5-6 

medium squares out of one skein/ball of yarn.  

Before buying the yarn for this project, make a swatch in the same 

yarn first, with your chosen hook (the color is irrelevant at this point).  

Measure the swatch along the side and the diagonal, then weigh it 

and calculate the yardage based on the counts on the yarn label. 

Write everything down. This way you will know exactly how much 

yarn you need for the main body.  

Add one skein/ball for the edge, straps and fringe. 

Now you are ready to go out and buy that yarn (or go online and 

order it, whichever suits your fancy). 

Stitches and abbreviations 

Sl st - slip stitch 

Ch - chain  

Dc - double crochet 

Tr - treble crochet 

Cluster - in same space [yo, pull up a loop, pull through two loops on 
hook] 3 times, pull through 4 loops on hook. 

Beg cluster - pull up a tall loop (the height of a dc), make a normal 
cluster. 

4 Tr cluster - [yo twice, pull up a loop, pull through two loops on 
hook, pull up a loop, pull through two loops on hook] 4 times, pull 
through 5 loops on hook. 
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The granny square 
All sizes begin with the same base. Stop at R4 for size S.  

Work with the small hook (size 3.5 mm or the one needed to obtain 

gauge). 

Begin with magic ring (a double loop of yarn around your fingers). 

R1. In the magic ring: beg cluster, 

ch2, [cluster, ch5, cluster, ch2] 3 

times, cluster, ch3, dc in top of first 

cluster. 

Pull the tail of the magic ring tight 

enough to bring the clusters 

together. You can repeat this at 

the end, to make the tension 

identical in all the squares. 
 

Do not turn. Continue working on the same side. 

R2. Beg cluster in corner space, [ch2, 

3 dc in ch2 space between the clusters in 

R1, ch2, (cluster, ch3, cluster) in 

corner ch5 space ] 3 times, ch2, 3 dc 

in ch2 space between the 

clusters in R1, ch2, cluster in corner 

space, ch2, sc in top of first cluster. 
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R3. Beg cluster in corner space, [ch2, 

2 dc in next ch2 space, 1 dc in each 

of next 3 dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, 

ch2, (cluster, ch3, cluster) in corner 

ch3 space] 3 times, ch2, 2 dc in next 

ch2 space, 1 dc in each of next 3 

dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, 

cluster in corner space, ch2, sc in 

top of first cluster.  

 

R4. Beg cluster in corner space, [ch2, 

2 dc in next ch2 space, 1 dc in each 

of next 7 dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, 

ch2, (cluster, ch3, cluster) in corner 

ch3 space] 3 times, ch2, 2 dc in next 

ch2 space, 1 dc in each of next 7 

dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, 

cluster in corner space, ch2, sc in top 

of first cluster.  

For size M: 

R5. Beg cluster in corner space, [ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, 1 dc in each 

of next 11 dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch3, cluster) in corner 

ch3 space] 3 times, ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, 1 dc in each of next 11 

dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, cluster in corner space, ch2, sc in top of first 

cluster. 
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For size L: 

R6. Beg cluster in corner space, [ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, 1 dc in each 

of next 15 dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch3, cluster) in corner 

ch3 space] 3 times, ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, 1 dc in each of next 15 

dc, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, cluster in corner space, ch2, sc in top of first 

cluster.  

Bind off, leaving a long tail, for sewing the squares together. 

Half a granny square 

Begin with magic ring (a double loop of yarn around your fingers). 

R1. In the magic ring: ch 5 (counts as dc and ch2), cluster, ch2, 

cluster, ch5, cluster, ch2, cluster, ch2, dc. 

Pull the tail of the magic ring tight enough to bring the clusters 

together. You can repeat this at the end, to make the tension 

identical in all the squares.  

Turn. You will work back and forth along the two sides of the triangle. 

R2. ch 5 (counts as dc and ch2), cluster in ch2 space, ch2, 3 dc in next 

ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch3, cluster) in ch5 space, ch2, 3 dc in next ch2 

space, ch2, (cluster, ch2, dc) in next ch2 space 

R3. ch 5 (counts as dc and ch2), cluster in next ch2 space, ch2, 2 dc in 

next ch2 space, (1dc in each dc below) 3 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, 

(cluster, ch3, cluster) in ch3 space, ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, (1dc in each 

dc below) 3 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch2, dc) in next ch2 

space 

R4. ch 5 (counts as dc and ch2), cluster in next ch2 space, ch2, 2 dc in 

next ch2 space, (1dc in each dc below) 7 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, 

(cluster, ch3, cluster) in ch3 space, ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, (1dc in each 
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dc below) 7 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch2, dc) in next ch2 

space 

For size M: 

R5. ch 5 (counts as dc and ch2), cluster in next ch2 space, ch2, 2 dc in 

next ch2 space, (1dc in each dc below) 11 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, 

(cluster, ch3, cluster) in ch3 space, ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, (1dc in each 

dc below) 11 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch2, dc) in next 

ch2 space 

For size L: 

R6. ch 5 (counts as dc and ch2), cluster in next ch2 space, ch2, 2 dc in 

next ch2 space, (1dc in each dc below) 15 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, 

(cluster, ch5, cluster) in ch5 space, ch2, 2 dc in next ch2 space, (1dc in each 

dc below) 15 times, 2 dc in next ch2 space, ch2, (cluster, ch2, dc) in next 

ch2 space. 

Bind off, leaving a long tail, for sewing the together with the squares. 

Assembly 

For assembly, we will use one of the two charts from the construction 

section.  

Once you have all the squares and triangles required for the design 

you picked, it's time to put them together. First weave in the center 

ends, leaving only the long outer ends. 

Please notice the two colored lines on square A which correspond to 

the colored lines on squares M and N. 

If you picked design 2, also notice the colored lines on square A' 

which correspond to the other side of square M and one side of the 

last triangle to the right.  
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Using the long tails and a tapestry needle, start stitching the squares 

together, following the charts. You can start from wherever you feel 

comfortable. 

I used the simplest seaming technique that I know of, the whip stitch, 

working in the back loops, from back to front. This increases the side 

of the square slightly.  

If you want the top a little wider without increasing the size of the 

square, you could use another stitch, with a needle or crochet. 

If you want to use a triangle at the back, like I did in the example, 

sew it between squares D and G or squares K and N. It is not relevant 

now which side will be the front. 

After you finish sewing all the squares together (including the two 

sides to each other), you end up with a tube.  

Two or three steps are left now. 

The edging 

For a beautiful and uniform edge, you will work around the top and 

the bottom in two rows. 

Finishing the top part 

R1. Standing dc in one of the middle stitches in the left side of square 

D, which will now be on the back. Dc across, until you reach the first 

corner from the intersection between squares D and N.  

Tr in the corner space, then make a 4 tr cluster, placing 1tr in the 

corner of the first square, 2tr in the next corner and 1tr in the last 

corner.  
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Tr again in the last corner, then continue with dc along the side of 

the next square, until you encounter the corner, in which 5dc (do not 

skip the cluster, try to place the dc evenly).  

Repeat these steps around the top, until you reach the first dc and sl 

st.  

R2. Hdc until you reach the top of square N (on the front side). Make 

a gauge strap by chaining 11, hdc in the second ch from hook and 

hdc back across the chain.  

Measure the strap and calculate the necessary number of hdc for 

your own measurements. For the current example, I chained 51 and 

made 50 hdc for a strap that is 33 cm (13 inch) long.  

Keep in mind that the strap will loosen 5-10% from the original length.  

After making the strap, hdc in the same st and continue to the next 

square (K), where you can make the strap directly.  

Continue with hdc until you reach the top of square G, where you 

pull up the loop through the dc below and the end of the strap, 

twice. Continue and repeat for square D as well. Sl st in the first hdc 

and fasten off. 

If you added the triangle on the back side, in R1 work 2 dc in the ch3 

spaces and dc spaces, then continue with R2 normally.   

The bottom 

For design 1, standing dc in a st on any side. Dc around until you 

encounter a corner (5 dc in the corner) or an intersection of three 

squares (follow the instructions for the 4 tr cluster above). Continue 

with dc around and repeat these steps as necessary. Sl st in the first 

dc and fasten off. 
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For design 2, standing dc in any st. Dc around until you reach the first 

dc. Sl st in the first dc and fasten off. 

For fringe, use a piece of cardboard or another stiff, flat object with 

a length of around 20 cm (inch). If you want longer fringe, use a 

larger object. Holding the end in your hand, start wrapping the yarn 

around the cardboard.  

When you have a sufficient number of wraps (without overlapping 

the yarn), keep the yarn tight to the surface and cut it at both ends 

with embroidery scissors.  

Put the yarn in two and, using the larger hook, pull up the middle of 

the yarn and then pull up the rest of the yarn through the loop.  

To make sure you have enough yarn for the whole top, start by 

adding the fringe every two stitches.  

If enough yarn remains, keep adding one more between them. For a 

fluffy, softer fringe, unravel the strands in the yarn. This is a time 

consuming process, but the results are really nice.  

If you want the fringe to stay in place for a long time, with no 

maintenance, sew it down on the wrong side, using a thin sewing 

needle and thread in a similar color to the yarn.  

Now your top is finished and ready for its first bath. Wash it gently, 

using mild detergent and lukewarm water (follow the instructions on 

the yarn label for special yarns).  

Wring out the excess water by hand or by spinning at low speed in 

your washing machine and shape it to dry on a flat surface.  

I hope you enjoyed this pattern and you will be visiting me again for 

new patterns and DIY ideas. 
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If you have feedback for improving this pattern, I've set up a special 

feedback form for pattern testers, which you can find at this address. 

If you want to buy me a cup of coffee skein of yarn so I can design 

more free patterns, please drop by my website and you will find the 

button at the end of the article.  

Thank you so much for taking this journey with me. 

Hugs, 

Andrea 


